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Proclamation 8189—General Pulaski
Memorial Day, 2007

October 10, 2007

By the President of the United States

of America

A Proclamation

More than two hundred years after the
death of General Casimir Pulaski, we honor
the life and legacy of a Polish patriot and
American Revolutionary War soldier who
made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.

Casimir Pulaski first demonstrated his de-
votion to the cause of liberty while defending
his native Poland and earned a reputation for
courage and resolve. He later met Benjamin
Franklin in Paris and learned of America’s
struggle for independence. Inspired by free-
dom’s call, Pulaski joined General George
Washington in the American Revolution in
1777 and was soon commissioned as a Briga-
dier General. General Pulaski recruited and
trained a special corps of American, Polish,
Irish, French, and German troops, and he
became known as “the Father of the Amer-
ican Cavalry.” Although he was mortally
wounded at the siege of Savannah in 1779,
his legacy lives on.

As we celebrate General Pulaski Memorial
Day, we honor a son of Poland who stood
with our country at the dawn of our inde-
pendence. Casimir Pulaski’s determined ef-
forts in Poland and America remind us of
the great contributions Polish Americans
have made to our country. Today, we recog-
nize the enduring bond between the Polish
and American people, and we are grateful
for Poland’s efforts in support of freedom
and democracy in Afghanistan and Iraq and
in the global war on terror.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2007,
as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I urge
Americans to commemorate this occasion
with appropriate activities and ceremonies
honoring General Casimir Pulaski and all
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those who defend our freedom.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:53 a.m., October 12, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 15.

Message on the Observance of Eid
al-Fitr

October 1, 2007

I send greetings to Muslims in the United
States and around the world celebrating Eid
al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the Fast.

The great faith of Islam has enhanced our
society and brought comfort and strength to
generations in America and around the
world. The three day festival of Eid al-Fitr
marks the end of the month-long fast of
Ramadan and is a time to look forward with
a spirit of renewal and hope, and celebrate
the rich Islamic tradition of charity and giv-
ing. During this holiday, Muslims gather with
family and friends to share in traditional
food, thank God for His blessings, and reach
out to the less fortunate.

Our Nation is proud to be a land of many
beliefs, and our society is enriched by our
Muslim citizens. On the first day of Shawwal,
the tenth month of the Islamic calendar, may
people of all faiths reflect on the values we
hold in common, including love of family, the
importance of community, and gratitude to
God.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
joyful celebration. Eid Mubarak.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 11. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.



